. and has been characterized by unexpected dieal issues, some more urgent than others.

In early March Beth experienced heart problems (eletrical not coronary) and now has a
permanent pacemaker. [11 days in hospital here]

Secondary to the necessary procedures, she bledt2rs of blood into her leg, forming ¢
hard mass, which has caused a long and painful recery.

At the end of March Tim had a large kidney stone gestuck in the ureter, aiia uiey had ¥o go
in and break it up, leaving a temporary plastic tuke in place. [5 days in hospital here]

Biopsies also showed that Tim has an ulcer & a trogal disease — probably picked up in a
previous field (Vanuatu or Curacao) but undiagnosedintil now, in the second stage.

Upon removing the tube 3 more stones descended, aagk now also stuck in the ureter...

So, over the past 2 months we’ve found ourselves expectedly involved inseveral medical issues

Additionally, the laptop (which our church had just given us prior to coming here) and some other
items were stolen out of Beth’'s hospital room, whit disrupted our communications and other
work a bit; for awhile we were also concerned abouidentity theft but so far (and after changing
our passwords) there has been no incidences of that

The good news is that (1) we are now being treatddr all the medical issues and the prognoses are
good, (2) our stolen laptop has been replaced by obbome church, Malaga Assembly, and (3) the
language school here has provided special tutorirtig help us catch up again with our Spanish.

"El Sefior es mi pastor, nada me £ Emily & Christina in the
en verdzz pastos me hospital lobby during

Junto a tranquilazc:;lfaa;m-t IC Beth'’s time there.

This hospital, “Clinica

Biblica” was started by

missionaries in 1929

-\l |and has grown to be one

N\ |of the best medical

104 |facilities in Costa Rica

! |today

Beth & Tim with
flowers from the
CINCEL language
school community
shortly after Beth’s
return from the
hospital.

2 Corinthians 2:14, speaking boldly about we who & as Christians, says, “But thanks be to God,
who always leads us in triumph in Christ, and maniésts through us the sweet aroma of the
knowledge of him in every place.” In 3:4-5 it goesn to make it clear that any such “sufficiency”
comes not from ourselves but from God: “such condience as this is ours through Christ” ... “not
that we are sufficient of ourselves, to account amlying as from ourselves; but_our _sufficiency is
from God.” In 4:9 it speaks about “being struck down but rot destroyed”, and in 1 Corinthians
15:57 it says, “But thanks be to God! He gives ubke victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

The Bible also says that, for the Christian, “to We is Christ and to die is gain” (Philippians 1:21)
It is evident that God is not through with Beth, ard we ask and thank you for joining us in prayer
that she will see many more wonderful years of lif& ministry, yet for her to accomplish.
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Emily Has Been Accepted into Short Term Missions

Our little missionary, seen at left sharing
the gospel with village kids in Vanuatu in
2001, is now ready to become a mission-
ary on her own. She will turn 18 on May
17" and plans to work with MAPS this
summer in El Salvador, Nicaragua, and
Honduras. She only needs to raise $3000
for this missions trip. We are requesting
that if anyone can give any amount, even
$5 or $10 it will greatly encourage her,
and help her to raise the total she needs to get her field. If you'd Emily at CINCEL today
Like to contact her directly, her email isemilyep777@yahoo.com she will be glad to let
you know how far she is toward reaching her goal,rad explain in more detail the work she
hopes to do in Central America. Emily already spees Spanish, and will be a great asset.

ONE FINAL NOTE: We have moved into an apartment unit at CINCEL, frothe one we were in, in town,
about a mile away. This was due to the rainy seaschich is scheduled to hit in June, and then lafir the
duration of the rest of our time here. The doctfalt this would be better for Beth as she continuesget better.

SUPPORT& CONTACT INFORMATION Please make checks payable to“t@&nerel Council of the Assemblies of Go~AGwMm”
and send to the same,1&45 Boonville Ave., Springfield, MO, 65802-1894 Our account # i8542405 THANK YOuU!!!
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Website www.pikespeeks.org




